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Alliance 

1. University of Iceland

2. Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam

3. Copenhagen Business School

4. Universität Duisburg-Essen

5. Univerzita Palackého Olomouci

6. Universität Innsbruck

7. Universitat Rovira I Virgili

8. Università di Napoli Federico II

9. Université Paris Est-Creteil

10.  University of Minnesota



 Aurora Teaching and Learning for Societal Impact
 Aurora Excellent Challenge-Based Research and 

Innovation
 Aurora Collaboration and Engagement through 

Inclusive Communities
 Aurora Sustainability Pioneers

KEY PRIORITY AREAS



• Infusing innovative pedagogies and service learning into 
curricula

• Facilitating challenge-based co-creation for societal 
impact

• Developing SDG education platforms and dashboards

TEACHING AND LEARNING FOR 
SOCIETAL IMPACT: ALIGNING 
EDUCATION WITH SDGS



Realize impact with engaged learning within 
Aurora

• Developing of a toolbox
• Inspiration sessions
• Learning labs
• Training sessions 
• Identification of Champions 
• International and interdisciplinary CSL



Blended Intensive Programme (BIP) on Service learning and 
Third mission of Universities URV, February 

International Learning lab on on Embedding Engaged 
Education in International Contexts, VU, May

International learning lab, Institutional experiences 
of Societal Engagement in Education, VU, June 

Training / inspiration sessions 
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INTER AND TRANSDISCIPLINARY MASTERS’ MODULE

iCSL1: Defining challenges in 
multi-stakeholder context 

iCSL2: Addressing challenges 
through transdisciplinary 
research
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The module inter- and transdisciplinarity through co-
creation

ICSL 2 course

ICSL 1 course  
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INTERDISCIPLINARY CSL COURSE 1
Defining challenges in a multi stakeholder context

Period 2 (Nov-Dec); 3EC

Issue definition with society

Blended learning approach
online & face-to-face teaching

8 weekly meetings

Students co-define issues with 
residents
 
Builds up to public event; 
student en stad in gesprek
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INTERDISCIPLINARY CSL COURSE 2
Addressing challenges through transdisciplinary research

Period 4-6 (Feb-June); 6EC

Disciplinary research projects 
and interdisciplinary integration

Fits within the formal requirements of 
the master program

Students deliver an interdisciplinary 
report and collaborate with residents in 
de research

Builds up to public event; 



Blended Intensive Program on iCSL 2

ADD



ICSL2 : ADDRESSING CHALLENGES THROUGH
TRANSDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH

z
ECONOMICS  & PUBLIC 
POLICY

CULTURE, ORGANIZATION 
AND MANAGEMENT

PSYCHOLOGY

HEALTH

BIOLOGY

ENVIRONMENT & 
RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

STUDENT FROM VUA

STUDENT FROM VUA

STUDENT FROM UInn

STUDENT FROM UNINA

STUDENT FROM URV

STUDENT FROM UP 

SUPERVISOR 
FROM VUA

SUPERVISOR 
FROM URV

SUPERVISOR 
FROM UINN

SUPERVISOR 
FROM UP

SUPERVISOR 
FROM UNINA

Start building a collaborative network of AURORA students & supervisors
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     local events
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     central events
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ALL FINDINGS ON 

https://openresearch.amsterdam/en/page/100540/the-changing-city--science-with-society
https://openresearch.amsterdam/en/page/100540/the-changing-city--science-with-society
https://openresearch.amsterdam/en/page/100540/the-changing-city--science-with-society


 https://youtu.be/Fx5CKikPn-k?t=165



STRENGTHENING RESEARCH AND 
EDUCATION CAPACITY: GLOBAL 
PARTNERSHIPS FOR LOCAL IMPACT

 Collaborating with partner universities in the Global 
South and North

 Establishing Real-life Learning Labs for practical 
experience



Why a Task Team on South-South and Triangular Cooperation (SSTC) 
in research and education?

• EU eager to have a global outreach 
component in Alliances like Aurora

• Making use of existing networks of 
Aurora Partners: SSTC was an option

• Food systems and Climate Change: high 
priorities + link to multiple SDGs



AURORA T4.3 SSTC: MATCHING FUNDS
• FAO seed funding for establishment of SSTC by VU Amsterdam

• INSSPIRE project (Erasmus CBHE funding) contributing to implementation of SSTC 
activities by African universities: Kenya (MSU, SEKU) and Uganda (MUST, MUK)

• FAO project to contributing to implementation of SSTC activities by African 
universities: Benin (UAC, UP) and Ghana (UDS, UENR), Kenya (MU), South Africa (RU, 
UWC)

• Aurora2030 project (TT4.3; Erasmus-EDU-2023-EUR-UNIV funding) contributing to 
implementation of SSTC activities by VU, UPEC and Aurora University partners

• Erasmus-KA171 funding



Inception workshop – INSSPIRE

SSTC / INSSPIRE Network (with FAO / EC funded projects)

Netherlands: VU Amsterdam (Coordinator)

Uganda: Mbarara University of Science and Technology; Makerere University 
 

Slovenia: University of Ljubljana; Institute for Innovation and Development
 

Spain: Rovira i Virgili University 

Kenya: Maseno University;  South Eastern Kenya University; Moi University 

Ghana: University for Development Studies; University of Energy and Natural Resources 

Benin: Universite d'Abomey-Calavi; University of Parakou

South Africa: Rhodes University; University of Western Cape

https://www.insspire.net
/ 

France: Université Paris-Est Créteil

https://www.insspire.net/
https://www.insspire.net/


Progress so far

 Partners identification 

 Curriculum enrichment workshops 

 Development of modules content on food systems and climate change

 Real-Life Learning Lab (RLLL) Training of Trainers 

 Design and implementation of RLLL at African partner universities

 Identification of entry points for Collaborative Online International Learning (COIL) in courses 

selected for enrichment

 COIL Training of Trainers

 Enrichment through gamification
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QUESTIONS?
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